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the postmodern and secular culture of the west requires a new reflection on god the
implicit theology of the lord s prayer a biblical and theological investigation reflects on
god on the basis of an original and central expression of the christian faith the lord s
prayer first jan muis interprets the divine names central to this prayer in their biblical
contexts next muis understands the divine attributes implied by these names from the
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biblical narrative of god s self revealing actions and explains them in a contemporary
framework god s name indicates his particular personal presence and encounter with
human beings the holiness of god s name and the justice of his kingship are more than
just aspects of the love of the father the son and the spirit the creator is not a human
blown large in his companionship with humans he remains the exalted who lives both
within and beyond created temporal reality in the context of a secular age muis discusses
in what sense this god exists

is the doctrine of the holy spirit in christian theology good news or bad news for women is
the holy spirit in traditional christian doctrine the guardian of the status quo or does it
offer  the dynamic possibility  for  change how do the gifts  of  the spirit  ecstatic  and
relational inform feminist thinking of the christian god opinions on these key questions
vary wildly but are often formulated without coherent theological  argument feminist
theology has a history of questioning god the father and god the son this study begins
the theological  questioning of god the holy spirit  searching for the holy spirit  brings
feminist pneumatology into discussion with more traditional doctrine of the spirit notably
the very significant early christian treatise by basil  of caesarea de spiritu sancto the
results offer exciting new possibilities for both theology and the place of women in the
church

a a van ruler  is  one of  the most  influential  twentieth  century  theologians  from the
netherlands one of the many challenging aspects of his work is  his theology of the
kingdom of god and its relationship to the church and its ecclesiastical offices allan j
janssen draws on extensive pastoral and ecclesial experience as well as closely reasoned
analysis to draw out the implications of van ruler s theology for the church today

today some years after the first democratic elections in south africa as well as the final
report of the truth and reconciliation commission trc it is clear that reconciliation is still
needed on all terrains of south african society more and more people are becoming
aware of unchanneled emotions such as guilt fury revenge and grief which are still alive
in south africa and which come to fore in different ways it seems as if reconciliation is a
process that  will  in  fact  take years if  not  generations the task of  the trc  has been
completed but the task of reconciliation on all levels in south african society and the
debate surrounding it are far from complete very little research has been conducted to
understand both the process and the kinds of reconciliation rituals that are needed and
this is exactly the aim of the research described in this book the research described here
aims at making a contribution towards the process of reconciliation in south africa by
specifically looking at one small but important element in that process namely ritual to
this end several ritual probes were conducted including an ethnographic probe describing
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research by means of participatory observation in local south african communities as
well  as a cultural anthropological biblical  historical and descriptive probe from these
probes ritual qualities were distilled which can be used for the liturgical inculturation of
rituals of reconciliation in south africa

what is the place and vocation of human beings in the earth community this is the central
question that this contribution towards a christian ecological anthropology addresses in
ecological theology this question is often answered by the affirmation that we are at
home on earth this affirmation rightly responds to the widespread sense of alienation
from nature to the anthropocentrism that pervades much of the christian tradition and to
concerns  about  the  scope  of  environmental  devastation  this  book  challenges  the
affirmation  that  we  are  at  home  on  earth  examining  natural  suffering  anxieties
concerning human finitude and especially the pervasiveness of evil the book investigates
contributions  to  ecological  theology  south  african  and  african  theology  reformed
theology and contemporary dialogues between theology and the sciences in search of a
thoroughly ecological christian anthropology
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